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might have been the result of a swift process; in
short, an " extraordinary case" of the extinction
of animal life by a liberation of noxious gases with
an outpouring of " stony matter" from the bowels
of the earth. Nothing is proved one way or
another about the vast age of the earth.

" 2. Geologists think they have ascertained that the fossihfer-
ous strata in Europe are not less than eight or ten miles in thick-
ness. How immense the period requisite for the production of
such vast masses !"

But, surely, what geologists think about their
ascertaining a fact, is a very different thing from
proof of a fact ascertained. But supposing that
they are right in their conclusion as to this point,
how does that settle the question they raise about
the vast age of the earth ? Bake well says that
eight miles of its crust in thickness bears about
the same relation to its body that the coat of var-
nish does to the artificial globe covered by it;
and if it be ten times as thick, how easily might a
corresponding stratum have been evolved out
of the body of the earth within a period of a hun-
dred years or less, by the agency of mud volca-
noes, submarine, and all over the land. So long
as this may "be shown an opinion quite as rational
as the one indicated, his second reason for the
vast age of the earth is as irrelevant as the first.

" 3. This mass is divided into hundreds of distinct strata, or
groups of strata ; each group containing peculiar organic remains,
and arranged in as much order, one above another, as the draw-
ers of a well-regulated cabinet. Such changes show that there
must have been more or less of change of circumstances in the
waters from which the successive strata and groups were depos-
ited. And such changes must have demanded periods of time